The Philippines Immersion
Ben Rada Martin
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We all aspire to become a 'Sign of Faith’ to the world, a leader for the peo-
ple, an advocate for those who are disadvantaged, and an active member
of our global community. It is through the Edmund Rice Tradition that Jus-
tice and Solidarity is a concept which has been, is and forever will be an
important part of our Nudgee community and Immersion experience. Behind
the immersion program lays key ideology which contradicts social discrimi-
nation, persecution and inequality, instilled by an effort to create an Inclu-
sive community, one which unites the world through Gospel Spirituality.

“A dream is your creative vision for your life in the future. You -
must break out of your current comfort zone and become comfort- g
able with the unfamiliar and the unknown.” — Denis Waitley, an :
American Motivational Author.

Intertwined throughout our daily lives, our Australian culture, our attitude, is 5% -
the feeling of safety, of security and the promise of a future full of opportu-

nities for all. Prior to my Pag-Inupdanay immersion experience, I rarely con- |
templated this fact, and failed to value how blessed I was to be in my par-

ticular position. Likewise, my time in the Philippines revitalised the im-

portance of faith, happiness, family and love throughout my life. Yet the
Philippines immersion was not just a cultural and social awakening exercise, .
nor one to help those who are in need, but a completely life-changing expe- [FIOSPEL SPIRITUALITY
rience — one which will remain with me forever.
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A message of solidarity is core to the teachings of
Luke’s Gospel, and it is through our immersion that
we all hope to live out this belief and to promote
solidarity to those who are disadvantaged, and give
back to the worldwide community. A common idea
which resonated in my head throughout the Pag-
Inupdanay immersion, one which is certainly appar-
ent in Luke’s Gospel is the notion, “Do to others as
you would have them do to you”Luke 6: 27-38.
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Seeing children vomiting on their own door-
step, people not even having a toilet, sewer-
age or a clean source of water and hearing
the stories of people who have faced such in-
humane things throughout their lives, contex-
tualised with my experiences of their pro-
found spirituality, their charisma for learning
and their community spirit really questioned
why these people, why our brothers and sis-
ters are being left behind. These vast dissimi-
larities, these contradictory experiences fuels
my drive and passion for helping them, and
decreasing the ever so great distance be-
tween countries across the globe. After all,
they will forever stand in solidarity with us
and the world- it is now our turn to show Pag
-Inupdanay, TOGETHERNESS.




