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-  STRIV ING TO G IVE  BACK TO THE COMMUNITY 

THROUGH TH E SOCIAL  C ATHOLIC  TEACH INGS -  

BY: VIET TRAN 

Year 10 - Immersion 
Program 

Throughout the duraƟon of the im-
mersion week, a selecƟon of fiŌeen 
grade 10, St Joseph’s Nudgee College 
boys embarked upon a life changing 
experience, through the Kids Con-
necƟng immersion program. This 
chance in a lifeƟme experience was 
seized through the schools social jus-
Ɵce program which was aimed to sole-
ly give back to the community; in this 
case by changing the lives of disadvan-
taged children. Offered only to the 
year ten students, the Kids ConnecƟng 
program proved to be one of the most 
memorable weeks of both the boys’ 
Ɵme at Nudgee College and their life 
to come. 
 
The boys began their social jusƟce 
journey in the familiarised sacred 

grounds of Nudgee College. With the 
first day as a debrief, the boys were 
prepared and provided with an insight 
in the lives of disadvantaged kids they 
might face in the following days 
through the TV series “Oasis”. 
 
StaƟsƟcs showed that a staggering 
5,381 youth, from the age of 12 - 18 
years, located in Queensland Australia 
were leŌ homeless or neglected; it 
was clearly evident that the ideology 
of social jusƟce was being violated. 
Through this, the boys gained an im-
mediate realisaƟon that these kids 
they would meet in a few days could 
possibly end up on the streets home-
less, in constant drug use, or even 
dead simply by a wrong path they ven-
tured. 

STUDENT REFLECTION 
To be honest, at first I was quite anxious about these kids. I didn't know what back-
ground they would have come from or how they would react towards me. However 
I was also anxious to know how I could make his/her life beƩer. When we finally 
met them, it was the realisaƟon that they were just ordinary kids that shocked me. 
Throughout the week I began to grow a bond with these fun filled, friendly fiends 
and before long I was wishing the experience lasted longer! - Viet Tran 

Connecting Kids



Social Teachings 
and the Four 
Touch Stones 
“Only a life lived for others, is a life worthwhile”. 
- Albert Einstein.  

Through the social catholic 
teaching “OpƟons for the 
Poor and Vulnerable”, the 
boys opt to change this and 
created an opportunity for 
these kids to laugh, express 
themselves and for a week 
become carefree children 
again.  
With minimal Ɵme with the 
kids, the boys ensured their 
Ɵme at Nudgee was one to 
remember. Through drama 
and comedy workshops, the 
boys built bonds with their 
partners and allowed them 
to express their feelings and 
stories. To all fiŌeen of the 
boys, it was an awakening to 
the fact that they finally real-
ized how fortunate they 
were as middle to upper 
class young men with almost 
everything they could want 
or need whereas for some of 
these children, going to sleep 
without a meal was a casual 
case.  
Touched by this, the fiŌeen 
Nudgee boys took acƟon and 
spoiled their buddies roƩen 
with casual visits to the tuck-
shop as well as the provided 
meals.  They had made it an 
obligaƟon to treat these kids 
with the utmost respect for 
these children were not only 
disadvantaged but in need 
and as all humans are creat-
ed in the image of God, by 
siƫng idle would not only 
mean shaming the disadvan-
taged but shaming the image 
of God. 

In conclusion the course of 
this spiritual journey, led the 
Nudgee boys in encounter-
ing the 4 
Touchstones  
of the Ed-
mund Rice 
TradiƟon. 
These touch-
stones - Liber-
aƟng Educa-
Ɵon, Gospel Spirituality, In-
clusive Community and Jus-
Ɵce & Solidarity, were the 
key themes explored 
throughout this immersion. 
The boys were challenged to 
answer the social jusƟce call 
and focus on these themes 
whilst spending Ɵme with 
the Zillmere State School 
Kids.  
 
By simply accepƟng these 
kids and opening our hearts 

and minds whilst providing 
them with quality educaƟon 
the Nudgee Boys followed 

through on the 
JusƟce touch 
stones and in all 
answered the 
Social JusƟce call.  
 
They acted in 
likeness of Luke’s 

parable, as they had aided 
for the disadvantaged whilst 
striving for peace, jusƟce 
and solidarity.  
 
Furthermore, the experienc-
es and life lessons gained 
from this immersion, varying 
from not taking things for 
granted, to cherishing rela-
Ɵonships, belongings and 
spirituality had leŌ all fiŌeen 
Nudgee men shining true in 
the image of God.   

“But when you give a 

banquet, invite the poor, 

the crippled, the lame, 

the blind and you will be 

blessed”. 

LUKE 14:12-14 

NUDGEE 
COMMUNITY 
INVOVLMENT 

For the dedicated and willing, 
the journey in aiding the less 
fortunate did not have to end 
here. As portrayed through 

the parable of the “Good Sa-
maritan” there is an abun-

dance of opportunity availa-
ble. Options ranging from: 

 
1. Helping out at Zillmere 

Homework club. 
2. Helping out at Nudgee’s 

Big Barbecue Program 
3. Donating unwanted 

clothes or items to Red 
Shield Appeal / Salvation 
Army. 

4. Part taking in further pro-
grams with the students 
via immersion like pro-
grams. 

 
Work can be tedious and tir-
ing however by opting out and 
giving back to the community 
through charity, the sense of 
satisfaction gained is definite-
ly worthwhile! 

- Year 10 Nudgee boys & Zillmere Primary Students - 
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